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The stories behind the news

sian women tricked into life of slavery

alof hepe but it
turned into aliving nightmare.
Born into poverty in the Philippines, a
25-wear-old girl, lived at home in Manila
with nine other family members and worked
daily in a sewing factory for $10 per week.

Lix 2001, her [amily was approached by a man
offering marriage as ameans for Ler 1o acquire
a visa to enter Australia for work,

Her mother, who was in poor health,
enconraged her (o aceept su she could help cut
the family by sending money home.

The givl, known as Ms G, arvived in
Australia in 2002, and was met by her future
einplovers, who were supposed to give her work
in their shop.

She was raped repeatedly, made to work
17-hour days seven days & week in both their
shep and their home, for Yttle or noe pay, and
her passport was confizcated.

Ms G eventually escaped in December 2002
and her "employers”, the Kovacs of Weilpa, were
tried and convicted in 2007,

Zoltan Kovacs i etill in priecn, eerving an
eight-year sentence, while his wife, Melita, hias
shuce been released.

The couple have successtully aprealed the
case un evidential matters and a retrial s
take place this year

The case of 1Is G highlights the dangers for
women entering the country who are brought
to live in remote and rural areas.

{ knowing re 1o turn {or help, and
11et\' um, they are completely

.Xuslraliu is the
new report released by Dr Andreas
Schloenhardt of the University of Queensland,
I MacDonnells Law in

his report
exaggerated reports and generalisations aboui
trafficking in Australla, to find out what are its
frue patterns and levels

Tratficking, he said, relates to the wiy
pecple are brought into the country n they
are recrulted overseas - usually th s
lies about either what they will Le \lmm, or the
amount of money they will make - and slavery
relates to the conditions in which they are kept,
usually it involves extreme work hours, threars
of or actual violence and rape

D Sehleenhardt sald in comparison to
cther countries, the level of tralficking in
Australia is low because of its isclation, but it
is extremely difficult to quantifv.

Figures vary dramatically, from government
and police sources that put the amount in
the hundreds per year, to non-goveriunental
crganisations - which depend more on word
of mouth rather than the amount of official
complainants - who place the figure In
the thousands.

But Dr Schloenhardt did flid « few

TRAPPED

Human trafficking in Australia is a dark and sleazy world which is difficult
to guantify. DENISE CARTER talks to Dr Andreas Schioenhardt, who has
released a report about its myths and realities
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They are all women, all
adults and all Asian. Often
the women are terrified

or wortied about being
sent home.

= Dr Andreas Schioenhardt

commen deneminators for victims who come
to Australia

“They are all women, all adulis,
Asian,” he said.

Having spoken to community members in
Townsville he found out from migration agents

. and all

that men using marriage as a way of bringing
women into the country might he becoming
A pattern.

When the women arvive, they are subjected
to domestic violence, or enslaved, but many are
too atraid to speak out,

“Often the women are tervified, or worried
ahout being sent home,” Dr Schloenhardt said.

Some ave even coerced into workl
sex industry
I’n‘nvur itwg

comen know they will be
nter Austral
tor a tourist visa to do

they duj‘ thnow is tl

“There are 23 legal brothels in Australia and
about 100 illegal ones,” Dr Schloenhardt sa
“And legal brothels are a1 a disadvantage”
In Queensland, a licence 1o run a legal
brothel costs 52,500 p They ave only
allowed to have [ive rooms so there 1s a cap on
the amownt of meney they can make, and they
have to abide by the Prostitution Licensing
Aunthority rules.

Annle Cowell is co-owner of The Forbidden
Aypple, one of Cairns' two legal brothels

She said theve were about three illegal

brothels in Catrns, which made life difficult for

her business
“The Queensland sex industy
regulated properly,” Ms Cowell said

“All vou have to do is put an ad in the paper
and off you go.”

bie Cowell said agenis can place girls”
names in the paper and organise the meetings
with clients, the girls don't have to be
registered with the PLA | as her brothel girls
do, and they don't even have to have a sexual
health certificate

There s no way uf knowing. therefore, who
ituations are.
“uw golig on,” Ms

ther problem o tackling incldences of

stavary and traffleking in Australia s e poor

zuccess rate of convictions,

1 three convictions

and one of trafficking

de in the past five year

prosecutions,” D Schlvenfiardl said,
“Victims don't want to test
“1 S)‘dm-;‘, there wag an operation which

involved 16 mumh., monltoring a brothel.
“Finally it v ded by police. Five

pecple wer wid there were 10

victi as not enough evidence to

e one wanted (o testify against the

ont ol 18

18]
hioenhardt said the answer needed to
come from many angles.

“We need o better level of awareness,
Lh&ng&"- in policy, wietim support, and

nms need to be made (o feel safe,
and have the basics, somewhere to stay, work
and eat, and to have counselling”

Current!v the victims are only
allowed to stay in Australia if they help
with investigations.

Dr Schlpenhardt also suggested getting rid
of taboos concerning the sex industry, to
Improve transparency and so people could
speak more openly.

“Moralistic debate about prostitution being
good or bad doesn't help,” he said.




